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till Friday night, I shall still withhold this: you had better
remain in negative than in positive uncertainty, unless your
nephew gives you any hint. For my part, I do not choose,
at such a crisis, to divulge our bickerings, though they can
be no secret.

March 18th.

I began this letter, as you perceive, a fortnight ago;
but we have remained in such confusion till yesterday, that
truly I did not care to give you an account that might
delight foreigners, and would give you an anxiety that
I could neither remove, nor cared to explain. I shall now
send you a few lines to-morrow, that will make you easy
by announcing a settlement; but, as your nephew will
set out for Florence next week, I will commit this to him ;
which will give you a fuller explanation, though it will
be longer before you receive it,

In short, whether Lord Shelburne retained his influence
in the closet, or endeavoured to preserve it j or whether
mere aversion to Charles Fox and the Cavendishes, who
govern the remnant of the Roekingham faction, was the
cause; Lord Shelburne, the Chancellor, the Lord Advocate,
and some of the old Bedford squadron, seconded the King's
wishes to patch up a succedaneous administration, though
without Lord Shelburne for ostensible minister. The first
idea was to offer the Treasury to young Pitt, whose vanity
was at first naturally staggered; but his discretion got the
better, and he declined. It was then offered to Lord
Gower, who had not resolution enough to accept. At last,
Lord North, as I told you, was sent for, and it was proposed
to him earnestly to resume his old rudder; but he avowed
his new alliance with Fox, and proposed the Duke of
Portland. This was absolutely rejected; and a resolution
Was declared of not appointing the Duke* Premier, though
all the rest of his party might have places. This strange vol. ii. p. 597.)
